
Esoteric Writings
Museum of African Contemporary Art Al Maaden

 
27 September 2018 - 6 January 2019

Ali Maimoun, Untitled
Painting on wood panel, 200 x 140 cm 
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After the great success of its inaugural exhibitions Africa Is No Island and Second Life (27 February - 29 
July 2018), the Museum of African Contemporary Art Al Maaden (MACAAL), Marrakech, is pleased to 
announce the opening of its new exhibition,  Esoteric Writings. 

The exhibition Esoteric Writings is an invitation to a personal interpretation of singular artworks from all 
quarters of the African continent. 

These artists – whether self-taught or formally trained - endeavour to reclaim some heritage threate-
ned by oblivion or other animist aesthetic through the exploration of properties of wood (Prince Twins 
Seven-Seven, Ali Maimoun, El  Anatsui, Ahmed Chiha, Abderrahim Trifis), or the mythologisation of 
textile (Abdoulaye Konaté, Joël Andrianomearisoa). Each of the artists in the exhibition proposes his 
or her own visual language. If an exact decryption of the graphic (Abdelmalek Berhiss, Najia Mehadji), 
numerary (Marcel Gotène, Houssein Miloudi), or literary (Frédéric Bruly Bouabré) codes might escape 
the casual viewer, one needs no cultural or religious references to appreciate the narrative force and 
formal power behind these works.   

Esoteric Writings thus brings together nearly thirty artists with as many visual and sound expressions 
that derive their essence from mythology, cosmology, or mysticism, each inspired by the culture of  
origin of its creator. 

The exhibition also represents an opportunity to pay homage to Boujemâa Lakhdar, renowned  
ethnologist from the Essaouira (Morocco) region and the only artist to have represented the Maghreb 
in the groundbreaking exhibition Magiciens de la Terre (Centre Georges-Pompidou, 1989). Through his 
interest into the bonds between the region’s inhabitants as well as spiritual and esoteric aspects of 
Jewish-Arab and Amazigh culture, Lakhdar funnels his attraction to magic and the supernatural into a 
formidable and multidimensional body of work (Astrolabe musical, 1985, Le Totem de la Pensée, 1987, 
Table-Aigle, 1983).

So, from the souiri  painters of Essaouira (Mohammed Tabal, Ali Maimoun, Regragui Bouslaï) to the 
Oshogbo school – at the centre of Yoruba  civilisation – as represented by Prince Twins Seven-Seven, not 
to mention the Poto-Poto school from which Marcel Gotène (Congo) emerged as a major figure, Esoteric 
Writings reconfigures the fantastic, symbolic, and spiritual universe as if to reconstruct a secular past 
through powerful visual allegories. 

Esoteric Writings presents a group of creators from multiple backgrounds, working in diverse mediums 
yet born of the same land, and in so doing proposes to reveal the hidden underpinnings of their common 
history. 

View of artworks by Najia Mehadji, Boujemâa Lakhdar, Abdelmalek Berhiss, Abdoulaye Konaté and Joël Andrianomearisoa 
during the exhibition Esoteric Writings, MACAAL, October 2018 © Saad Alami



PARTICIPATING ARTISTS:

El Anatsui (Ghana)
Joël Andrianomearisoa (Madagascar)
Farid Belkahia (Morocco)
Abdelmalek Berkhiss (Morocco)
Regragui Bouslai (Morocco)
Frédéric Bruly Bouabré (Ivory Coast)
Ahmed Chiha (Morocco)
Emo de Medeiros (France - Benin)
Abdellah El Atrach (Morocco)
Mohamed El baz (Morocco)
John Goba (Sierra Leone)
Marcel Gotène (Congo)

Hassan Hajjaj (Morocco)
Aissa Ikken (Morocco)
Abdoulaye Konaté (Mali)
Boujemâa Lakhdar (Morocco)
Ahmed Louardiri (Morocco)
Ali Maimoun (Morocco)
Najia Mehadji (Morocco)
Houssein Miloudi (Morocco)
Zina Saro-Wiwa (Nigeria)
Mohamed Tabal (Morocco)
Prince Twins Seven Seven (Nigeria)
Dominique Zinkpè (Benin)

John Goba, The Shrine of Chiefs, 2010
Painted wood and porcupine spines, 197 x 120 x 90 cm 
© MACAAL

Farid Belkahia, Totem 1, 1976
Dye on skin, 35 x 156,5 cm 
© Private collection, Marrakech



NOTES TO EDITORS

About MACAAL

The Museum of African Contemporary Art Al Maaden (MACAAL) in Marrakech is an independent, not-for-profit 
contemporary art museum. One of the first of its kind on the continent, MACAAL is dedicated to the promotion 
of African art through its diverse exhibition and education programmes, cultivating the interest of a wide 
audience base. The museum nurtures an understanding of contemporary art from Africa through collecting 
and exhibiting established and emerging artists, highlighting the creative energy and cultural diversity found 
across the continent.

MACAAL showcases art from Morocco and its neighbouring countries across a range of media. In addition to 
the permanent collection, exhibitions focus on art which engages in a dialogue with the continent, including 
African and international artists.

About Fondation Alliances

Founded in 2009, Fondation Alliances is backed by Alliances Group, a leading integrated real estate group in 
Morocco. Beyond MACAAL, Fondation Alliances has set up three other not-for-profit initiatives:

• The Al Maaden Sculpture Park: Inaugurated in September 2013, Al Maaden Sculpture Park incorporates 
monumental sculptures by Moroccan and international artists, exclusively created for Al Maaden’s site in 
Marrakech.

• LCC Program (La Chambre Claire), launched in 2013, is a bi-annual award supporting African contemporary
photography through the promotion and exhibition of an emerging artist.

• Programme Passerelles (trans. bridges) encourages engagement with local young people through workshops
and classes on contemporary art and design alongside museum visits. The programme acts as a bridge 
between local audiences and the wider cultural sphere.
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Exhibition details:

Title:  Esoteric Writings 

Dates: 27 September 2018 - 6 January 2019

Address: Al Maaden, Sidi Youssef Ben Ali, 40000 Marrakech

Telephone: +212 676 92 44 92

Website: www.macaal.org

Opening hours: Tuesday - Sunday, 10am - 6pm
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Zina Saro-Wiwa, The Invisible Man: The Weight of Absence, 2015. Extract from the triptych videp, 5’29’’ 
© Zina Saro-Wiwa and Tiwani Contemporary 


